Heart failure clinics are still useful (more than ever?).
Heart failure (HF) clinics have had an important role in optimal HF management and the effectiveness of these clinics has been studied intensively. A HF clinic is one of the various ways to organize a HF disease management program. There is good evidence that HF disease management can improve outcomes in HF patients, but it is not clear what the optimal components of these programs are and what the relative effectiveness of a HF clinic is compared with other forms of HF management. After initial positive reports on the effect of HF clinics, these clinics were implemented in many countries, although in different formats and of varying quality. In this article we describe the initial need for HF clinics, reflect on their development over time, and discuss the role of HF clinics in context of the current need for HF disease management.